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UM HISTORY DEPARTMENT
HAS A NEW CHAIRMAN

A University of Montana professor of 27 years standing, Dr. Melvin C. Wren, has
resigned the chairmanship of the history department he has headed since 1959 and will be
replaced by Dr. Robert L. Peterson, Hill Professor of Business History since 1966.
In announcing the changes in the history department, which only three years ago
commenced offerings leading to the Ph.D. degree, President Robert T. Pantzer, expressed
regret over the loss of Dr. Wren and satisfaction that a man of Dr. Peterson's ability
had accepted the history chairmanship.
Dr. Peterson will head one of the larger academic departments of the College of
Arts and Sciences, including 14 faculty, 200 undergraduate majors

and 35 graduate students.

He joined the UM staff last year, coming from the University of Oregon where he was
a member of the history faculty.

Dr. Peterson was granted the Ph.D. degree in business

history by the University of Texas.
He did post-doctoral studies in his field at the Harvard Graduate School of Business
Administration and has authored several articles in professional history and business
journals.
Dr. Wren will join the history faculty at the University of Toledo next fall.

He

earned his Ph.D. from the University of Iowa in 1940 and joined the Missoula unit the
same year.

His areas of academic specialization cover English and Russian history, on

which he has published books and articles.
He was named a fellow of the American Council of Learned Societies, 1945-46.
and his wife Ester, who is also an Iowa native, have two children.
resident of Everett, Wash.
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Dr. Wren said his decision to leave the University of Montana after 27 years did
not come easy.

"What carried most weight with me was the administrative situation I

found at the University of Toledo.

President William Carlson has put together a superb

administrative teamy the sort of which I have dreamed as long as I have been teaching and
the sort which I despaired of ever finding.

Everyone from the president down to the low

liest assistant dean is a man who fully understands what a university is and what it should
strive to be.
"The administration at the University of Toledo is keenly aware of the problems
and the cost of embarking upon a doctoral program in history.

It is willing to provide

the staff and the library necessary to offer a respectable doctorate in history.

The

new librarian understands his responsibilities to the graduate program, and possesses
the temperament to make study and research in the materials under his care a joy and a
thrilling experience.
"While the University of Toledo has a considerably larger budget than does Montana,
it does not have as much as it needs.

No university has as much as it needs.

It seems

clear to me, however, that Toledo has spent and will continue to spend its funds far
more wisely than any university with which I am familiar, with the possible exception
of the University of Washington."
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